
Image: Community consultation at Keighley Creative, Naseem Darbey



Rachel

Culture for me is about a sense of place as well as 
community. 

Culture is thinking big and bold and sharing a reality 
and a vision.

We need to do more than just scratch the surface of 
the culture

Image and text: Rachel Shaw, Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 



• Image: what’s ‘Pants’ and ‘Tops’ about culture in Bradford, Creative Ilkley CIOP project, photo Rich Bunce



Ross

Culture is about seeing the beauty in 
seasonal change 

Culture to me is different to what it may 
mean to you. That’s the beauty of it. Our 
cultures should be celebrated, explored 
and shared

• Image and text: Ross E, Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 
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Jennifer S

Culture is all our stories and how they are 
interpreted to help us to understand each other

Culture is what brings people and communities 
together to develop pride in the city!

Image and text: Jennifer S, Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 
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Karol

Culture is about connecting 

Culture is about enriching the place we live in

Culture is celebrating life together 

Image and text: Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 
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Saliha

Culture is what’s passed on 

Image: Saliha R, Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 



Nathaniel

Culture creates community around an 
idea

Culture is everyone’s heritage

Culture is about learning about others 
and ourselves

Culture is coming together to work on a 
common goal 

• Image and text: Nathaniel Chang, Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 



Eli

Older venues are really exciting to go to for a music 
gig, to see bands but if you have a physical disability 
its much harder to get to these venues. They
are often in upstairs rooms. But we do love them

More to be done to promote what’s going on to 
young people with Learning disabilities of what we 
can go to in Bradford

• Image Eli Smith ‘the Bradford Art Party’ Chemaine Cooke and James Heselwood CIOP project
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Tess

Culture is about shining a light into industrial 
heartlands

Culture is beauty is found in the detail that most will 
never notice

Image and text: Tess L, Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 



Laura

Culture is noticing and admiring 
difference

Image: Laura A, Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 

Culture is noticing and admiring difference. 



Young People / Artworks / Kirsty Taylor

Pregnant at 17! What led to this point drinking, drugs, murder and hurt.

Looking for love and I found the worst. Grew up round green fields, horses and cows.

Private school, happiness and laughter, things change fast.

Wyke manor, skipping school with Kula, Shayne, James and Katie.

Getting drunk on white star, md and cheap booze.

Broken bones, poor attendance, school was the worst.

Fights with the parents, piercings and tattoos.

Tong fighting Martyrs, riots in the rain.

Image: Artworks CIOP project / Text young participants

I grew up on Ilford station, skiving school.

Tracksuits, hip hop, grime listening youth.

I grew up on egging Rolls Royces, getting 

chases.

Hackney to Bradford, moving places.

I grew up on MR’Ts, stir fry donner.



Young People / Artworks / Kirsty Taylor

BD8 was where we grew up.

Playing cops and robbers, hide and seek, 

riding on the field at the top of the street. 

Running inside because we needed a wee, 

and then sneaking back out making sure we weren’t seen.

Meeting the gang in the communal hot spot, 

munching Gino’s donor and chips and the laughter didn’t stop.

Then off to the shop for some penny sweets and cookies, 

talking about school tomorrow, but planning to play hookie.

I grew up on the busy roads with nowt to do.

I grew up on getting pierced and tattoos.

I grew up on Hello Kitty and Truth or dare.

I grew up on getting told to be yourself f*** everyone else.

I grew up on smoking weed and climbing trees.

I grew up on smiley faces and beans.



Young People / Artworks / Kirsty Taylor

I grew up on smiley faces and beans.

I grew up on not been allowed to go to teen 
scene.

I grew up on watching fights and crime.

I grew up on going to fairs and parks.

I grew up on climbing trees and bring me.

I grew up on not being my own friend.

I grew up on going to 5 alive and community 
vibing.

I grew up with my mum by my side with the tuna 
pasta on the side

I grew up on trampy streets, horses, quads, teen scene and getting spiked by lads.

I grew up on Kirby, tig, bull dogs charge. Students in school thinking they’re hard.

I grew up on Argos catalogues and blackberry phones.

Sneaking out at night not doing what I’m told.

I grew up on sticking up for myself and fighting back.

Being good all year to fill my xmas sack.

I grew up seeing stuff I shouldn’t, getting kicked out of school. Getting into 
trouble as I don’t like the news.



Artworks

(the) Young people were a bit more positive about 
their own areas and this seemed to be a bigger part 
of their lives, speaking more positively about the 
community vibes on their estates, neighbours, 
parties, socialising with locals - they lent more 
towards this than going to the city itself

One group described my job (a poet) as 'high flying, 
not a standard job, powerful' which was interesting. 
They respected the job, but also couldn't see it as a 
regular job for someone from Bradford. 

Image: Artworks CIOP project / Claudia Bowler / Text Kirsty Talyor



Natasza

Shops close, businesses leave, but the people stay 
and thrive …. in the smiles of the friend with a 
different life behind them that has lead them to the 
same place as you. 

• Image and text: Natasza S, Karol Wyszynski CIOP project 


